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Empingham lies within the Gwash Valley, 
close to the eastern shores of Rutland Water 
and is widely considered to be one of the 
outstanding and most sought-after villages in 
the area.  Occupied for many centuries, the 
village we see today is largely the legacy of 
the Heathcote family who were the principal 
landowners from 1729 to 1924. The foundation 
was laid by Gilbert Heathcote, whose ambition 
and ability ensured his rise to Director of the 
East India Company, Lord Mayor of London 
and Governor of the Bank of England.  

Number 24 Main Street is among the substantial 
semi-detached stone cottages Gilbert built for 

his estate workers and the Heathcote family 
coat of arms remains proudly carved into the 
front wall of the cottage to this day.  Steeped 
in the history of the former Ancaster Estate, 
number 24 has been lovingly extended and 
improved while retaining many of the original 
features that make this such an attractive and 
fascinating period home.

A low, hand-built dry-stone wall at its boundary, 
the home’s appeal is evident from the very 
beginning from the charming front cottage 
garden with wide, well-established borders 
planted with shrubs, a lawn and pretty robinia 
hedge.  Approaching through a traditional 

timber five bar gate, you’ll travel along the 
gravelled approach to the top of the block 
paved driveway which has ample room for 
parking several cars as well as a detached brick 
double garage.  As well as admiring the original 
stone mullioned windows, you’ll notice that 
there are two doorways into the cottage; the 
glazed oak front door sits within a pretty brick 
and timber gabled porch ready to welcome 
visitors, while for everyday use, you might prefer 
to take the side door directly from the driveway 
straight into the inner lobby with its fitted 
cupboards – so useful for storing away all your 
coats, boots and outdoor garb.

A WELCOMING 
HEART…
A right turn directs you into the impressive 
kitchen diner.  Renovated with great care, the 
kitchen is infused with all the traditional charm 
a country cottage deserves, combined with the 
kind of spacious, open plan design that lends 
itself so well to modern life.  The floor is in natural 
wood and the walls have been painted in a warm, 
buttery cream to match the classic shaker style 
cabinetry.  Sunshine streams down through the 
skylight above, bathing the kitchen in natural 
light and making the room feel bright and airy.   
Integral to the scheme are a built-in dishwasher, 
fridge freezer, ceramic hob with glazed, wall 
mounted cupboards above and a double oven 
– essential appliances in any busy home.  The 
worktops are crafted from time honoured oak, 
while the tiled splash back in natural, earthy 
tones lends warmth to the colour scheme.   
An ‘L-shaped’ peninsula is key to the clever 
design of this room and serves a dual purpose.  
Containing a practical stainless steel sink and 
deep, painted shelves for storing cook books 
and utensils, the peninsula offers extended work 
surfaces for preparation but also clearly defines 
the cooking area from the dining space.

From casual suppers to Sunday lunch, the 
convivial dining area has been planned with 
hospitality in mind and will really come into its 
own during larger gatherings.   A substantial 
table to seat six or more guests will sit 
beautifully in front of the French doors which 
let in even more light and can be thrown open 
to extend the party out onto the landscaped 
terrace in the warmer months.  There’s even 
room to include a two seater sofa at the 
opposite end of the room to relax after dinner 
or to keep the cook company with a pre-dinner 
drink.   Whether you’re holding an intimate 
family celebration or fun filled dinner parties with 
friends, the kitchen diner is truly the welcoming 
heart of the cottage.

Just off the kitchen a utility room houses laundry 
appliances with plenty more practical fitted 
storage to stow away clean washing, towels and 
bed linen.  Next to this is a very useful shower 
room with a basin, WC and tiled, walk in shower 
cubicle – pop straight in to freshen up after 
sports, muddy walks or gardening.

LOVE THE LEGACY

What we love about the home…
‘Number 24 is a delightful, period home - full of unique 
and original features.  Well placed for easy transport links 
but set right at the heart of this friendly, historic village – 
truly the very best of both worlds.’
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Onward, through another latched doorway is 
the gently winding staircase that leads to a 
semi-galleried landing and the two large, light 
filled double bedrooms on the first floor.  Both 
have deep set windows with oak lintels and are 
painted in tranquil shades of white and dove 
grey making the bedrooms feel calm and restful, 
lulling you into a refreshing nights sleep.  

Also on the first floor is the sizeable, refitted 
family bathroom; beautifully tiled and with 
large, shelved cupboards making good use of 
the space under the eaves.  A tranquil haven 
in classic white with deep tub and overhead 
shower, pedestal basin and WC, this is where 
you’ll want to take refuge at the end of a 
busy day, indulging body and mind with some 
precious pampering.  Warm up some fluffy 
towels on the heated towel rail and enjoy a long 
relaxing soak. 

MOMENTS  
OF CALM…

Make your way from the kitchen through an 
original stone doorway to the shelf lined study 
which has room for all your books plus a pair 
of desks and on, through a latched doorway 
into the cosy sitting room.  Your first impression 
will be one of relaxed comfort in here as you 
admire the stylish oak flooring and warm wood 
burning stove set into a brick fireplace with 
tiled hearth and a wide oak mantle.  Shelving 
has been installed into alcoves either side of 
the fireplace providing a lovely display space 
for books, ornaments and your favourite curios.  
The history of the cottage is evident here 
too in the original oak lintels above two large 
sunny windows.  This is your homely retreat for 
watching the latest films, listening to music or 
simply relaxing at the weekend, snuggled up 
with a book in front of the glowing stove.

What the owners love…
‘As well as the superb hospitable space in the kitchen 
diner, the layout of the cottage means that there are special 
places to retreat for solitude.   The garden repeats that 
theme with its secret sunny corners and lovely summer 
houses created to sit back and just enjoy the serenity.’
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garden

THE FINER 
DETAILS
Freehold 
Semi-detached period home
Detatched double garage
Oil central heating
uPVC double glazing
Rutland County Council,  
council tax band D
EPC E

Local towns information
Stamford: 5.6 miles (8 minutes)
Oakham: 6 miles (10 minutes)
Uppingham: 9.9 miles (17 minutes)
Peterborough: 20.3 miles (26 minutes)
Corby: 17.9 miles ( 30 minutes)

Pelham James use all reasonable endeavors to supply accurate property information in line with the Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008. These property details do not constitute any part of 
the offer or contract and all measurements are approximate. The matters in these particulars should be independently verified by prospective buyers. It should not be assumed that this property has all the necessary 
planning, building regulation or other consents. Any services, appliances and heating system(s) listed have not been checked or tested. Purchasers should make their own enquiries to the relevant authorities regarding 
the connection of any service. No person in the employment of Pelham James has any authority to make or give any representations or warranty whatever in relation to this property or these particulars or enter into 
any contract relating to this property on behalf of the vendor

The village of Empingham is equidistant to the two 
most desirable market towns in the area, Stamford 
and Oakham, and sits on the eastern edge of 
Rutland Water.  Due to its geographical position 
and community spirit, Empingham is one of the 
most sought after villages in the area. 

Empingham enjoys a welcoming and vibrant 
community organising Open Gardens, church 
fund raising events and concerts, bonfire night 
celebrations and where international sports fixtures 
are screened at the village cricket club, with regular 
activities and clubs taking place in the village 
hall on a weekly basis.  The village is fortunate to 
have its own primary school, doctor’s surgery with 

dispensary and ‘Barbara’s village store’ offers all 
the essentials; open seven days a week.  

For countryside lovers, within minutes you can 
reach Rutland Water and there are many bridleways, 
footpaths and cycle routes available in the area 
for all abilities from taking an easy stroll to a more 
challenging or even competitive pace.  Local golf 
courses include Luffenham Heath, Rutland Water, 
Burghley Park Golf Club, Greetham Valley Golf Club 
and Rutland County.  At the end of an active day, treat 
yourselves to a meal at village pub ‘The White Horse’ 
where excellent food is served and is a popular 
choice for local residents and returning visitors to  
the area.

The outside space at number 24 is just as intriguing 
as the interior… The French doors from the kitchen 
lead to a spacious paved terrace area, shielded 
from the driveway with a beech hedge and ideal for 
sociable al fresco dining.  Stone steps lead up to the 
expansive lawn garden area where raised flower 
beds, mature conifers, silver birch and apple trees all 
add year round colour, texture and character.  From 
the driveway the alternative access to the gardens 
is through an inviting timber archway, covered in 
climbing plants all through spring and summer.   The 
final surprise is the pair of summer houses; one on the 
lower level and one above at the end of the lawn – his 
and hers perhaps? Or, follow the sun through the day 
together, enjoying everything that this remarkable 
home and enchanting garden have to offer.
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To view please call the team on  
01780 437 360   I   team@pelhamjames.co.uk
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